
Pablo Picasso, Spanish Modern Artist (1881 – 1973) 

Pablo Picasso is known as one of the greatest and most influential artists of the 20th century.  He is best 
remembered as the cofounder of an art movement known as Cubism.  In Cubist paintings, objects are broken apart 
and reassembled in an abstract form.  The artist may show the front and the side of a person’s face at the same 
time.  Sometimes they are composed of geometric shapes in order to create collage-like effects.   

Pablo Picasso was born on October 25, 1881 in Malaga, Spain.  He showed an interest in art at an early age.  
According to legend, his first word was “lapiz,” the Spanish word for pencil.  At the age of 7, Picasso’s father began 
teaching him to draw and paint, but he far surpassed his father’s talent by the time he was 13 years old.  He had 
very little interest in school, but was a gifted artist.  

In 1900, Picasso went to Paris, the center of European art, where he began to attract the attention of art collectors.  
Throughout the rest of his adult life, Picasso continued to contribute to the world of art.  He produced over 1,800 
paintings and 1,200 sculptures.  Many of his paintings have been sold for over $100 million!   

Source:  Biography.com http://www.biography.com/people/pablo-picasso-9440021 

1) What is the main idea of the passage?  RI.6.2 
A) Pablo Picasso was good at math. 
B) Picasso was one of the greatest artists of the 20th century. 
C) Picasso’s first word was pencil. 
D) Picasso was born in Spain. 
   

2) Underline three details in the passage that support the main idea.  RI.6.2 
 

3) What is the purpose of the passage?  RI.6.6 
A) to nominate Pablo Picasso for an award 
B) to provide a short biography of Pablo Picasso 
C) to convince the reader to travel to Paris 
D) to raise money for one of Pablo Picasso’s paintings 

 
4)  Use the proofreader’s symbols for “check spelling” to mark two spelling errors.  W.6.5 

One of his last works of art was a self portrate done with crayon on papper entitled Self-Portrait Facing 
Death.  

5)  Use the proofreader’s symbols for capitalization to mark two errors in this sentence.   W.6.5 

Picasso is Best remembered for the cubist works Les Demoiselles d’Avigonon (1907), Three Musicians 
(1921), and Guernica (1937). 
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