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Abiotic not biotic; refers to things that are not and never were alive 

Abrasion also known as grinding; occurs when rocks rub against one 
another (Lesson #31)

Absolute Zero the coldest point possible; temperature at which all motion stops

Acceleration the rate at which velocity changes; acceleration can be a change 
in speed, a change in direction, or both (Lesson #91)

Acid Rain
rain that forms when water combines with compounds in the air 
to form nitric or sulfuric acid; acid rain is destructive to rocks and 
living things (Lesson #32)

Action-Reaction 
Forces

a pair of  equal and opposite forces acting on two objects in 
contact with one another; the two forces are equal in magnitude, 
acting on opposing objects (Lesson #98)

Asthenosphere the fl owing portion of the Earth’s mantle which lies beneath the 
lithosphere (Lesson #25)

Air Mass a large body of air that forms over the Earth 

Air Pressure the weight of the atmosphere pressing toward the surface of the 
Earth

Alkali Metals the fi rst group (Group 1) of elements on the periodic table; very 
soft and reactive (Lesson #83)

Alkaline Earth 
Metals

the second group (Group 2) of elements on the periodic table; not 
quite as soft or reactive as the alkali metals (Lesson #83)

Alloy a metal solution; a mixture of more than one type of metal 
(Lesson #74)

Amplitude
the amount of displacement (movement) observed in a wave; in 
a transverse wave, amplitude is measured from crest to resting 
place (Lesson #108)

Animals in the Linnaean System, organisms that are multi-cellular, motile, 
and consume plants or other animals to survive

Aquifer large underground body of water; underground lake 
(Lesson #34)

Asexual
Reproduction

process by which new organisms are made requiring only one 
parent organism; offspring produced by asexual reproduction are 
usually genetically identical to the parent (Lesson #46)

Asteroid a rock-like object made of stone and metal which orbits the sun 
(Lesson #17)

Astronomical Unit a unit used to measure distances in outer space; the average 
distance between the sun and Earth (Lesson #20)

Atmosphere the portions of Earth that relate to gases

Atom the tiniest piece of an element which retains all the properties of 
that element (Lesson #77)

Atomic Mass also called mass number; the sum of all the protons and neutrons 
in an atom

Atomic Number the number of protons in a particular type of atom; each element 
has a unique atomic number (Lesson #78)















































Runoff

Evaporation

Transpiration

Groundwater

Precipitation

Condensation

Producers

Herbivores

         Primary  
Carnivores    

    Secondary  
Carnivores     

Tertiary 
  Consumers

Secondary 
  Consumers

Primary
  Consumers



Mt. Everest

Exosphere
This is where the atmosphere
meets outer space.

Thermosphere
The space shuttle flies in this layer.
This is where auroras occur.

Mesosphere
Meteors burn up in this layer.

Stratosphere
Weather balloons fly in this layer.

Troposphere
Airplanes fly in this layer.
This is where weather occurs.
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