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Simple Solutions  Level 7
Social Studies Topic Guide

The Social Studies topics listed below are introduced and systematically revisited 
throughout Level 7 and in subsequent Simple Solutions Social Studies books.

Topic Lesson
Introduction to Social Studies ...............................................................................
Map Skills ............................................................................................................2–5
Economics .........................................................................................................6–7, 9

Natural, capital, and human resources, supply and demand, 
scarcity, opportunity cost, trade

Types of Government ........................................................................................
Graphs  ..................................................................................................................
Timelines ..........................................................................................................
Major Religions ....................................................................................................
Ancient Egypt ....................................................................................................
Ancient Cultures: Nubia and Kush .......................................................................
Ancient India  ....................................................................................................22–25

Harappan civilization, Aryan people, Brahmanism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Mauryan Empire

Free Market System  .............................................................................................26
Ancient China  ...................................................................................................

Shang Dynasty, Zhou Dynasty, Warring States, Confucianism, 
Taoism, Legalism, Qin Dynasty, Han Dynasty, Silk Road

Judaism and the History of the Jews .................................................................32–33
Abraham, Torah, Ten Commandments, Babylonian Captivity, 
Diaspora

Ancient Greece  ..............................................................................................
Democracy, Classical Period, philosophy, art, culture and 
mythology, Olympics, Spartans

The Persian Empire, Alexander the Great ............................................................
History through Primary and Secondary Sources.................................................
Roman Empire ...................................................................................................

The Roman Republic, Julius Caesar, First and Second 
Triumvirate, Augustus, social class and culture of the Roman 
Empire

Religion and the Roman Empire .......................................................................
Christianity, Paul of Tarsus, Constantine, the Edict of Milan, 
monasticism
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Topic Lesson
Roman Education  ................................................................................................
Height and Fall of the Roman Empire ...............................................................

Byzantine Empire, feudalism, Roman Catholic Church, Eastern 
Orthodox Church

Comparisons: Ancient and Contemporary Democracies ...................................56–57
Direct democracy, representative democracy, branches of 
government and Congress

China ............................................................................................................
Period of Disunion, Tang Dynasty, Song Dynasty, Golden Age, 
Mongol Empire, Ming Dynasty, isolationism

Japan ............................................................................................................

isolationism
Major World Religions: Islam ..............................................................................
Civilizations of Islam ........................................................................................72–73

Conquests, cultural diversity
Islam: Golden Age .............................................................................................
The Medieval Period  ........................................................................................77–79

The Catholic Church in Medieval Times ...........................................................
Empires of the Medieval Period ........................................................................83–86

Charlemagne, the Carolingian Renaissance, Norman Conquest, 
the reign of William the Conqueror

The Christian Crusades ......................................................................................
Magna Carta ......................................................................................................
Late Middle Ages and the Decline of Feudalism  ..........................................
The Hundred Years’ War .......................................................................................97
The Story of Joan of Arc ......................................................................................98
The Ottoman Empire ............................................................................................99
Renaissance .....................................................................................................
The Medici ...........................................................................................................
Age of Exploration ..........................................................................................
Protestant Reformation ....................................................................................
African Empires ...............................................................................................

Ghana Empire, Mali Empire, Songhai Empire


