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Social Studies Topic Guide

The Social Studies topics listed below are introduced and systematically revisited
throughout Level 7 and in subsequent Simple Solutions Social Studies books.

Topic Lesson
Introduction to SOCIAl StUAIES ...covvvvveeeieeei e 1
IMAAD SKILLS...eeieeiiieeeiie e ettt e es 2-5
Te) 10} 4 1 (o SR 6-7,9

Natural, capital, and human resources, supply and demand,
scarcity, opportunity cost, trade

Types OFf GOVETNIMENT ......ccuveieeiiieeiiieecieeeeree et e teeeetee e e taeeeeaeeesebeeeereeeeneeees 10-11
(€521 0] 1 TP U SPRUSPRRRPRR 12
THMIELINIES ..ottt ettt ettt e e e e e e eeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaas 13, 104
MaJOT REIIZIONS ..ottt ettt e e e e es 14
ANCIENE EGYPL ..ttt e 16-19
Ancient Cultures: Nubia and Kush.........c.ccccoviiviiiiiiiiiiieeee e 21
ANCIENT INAIA .. 22-25

Harappan civilization, Aryan people, Brahmanism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Mauryan Empire
Free Market SYStEM .....c.vviiiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt et e 26
ANCIENT CRINA ..ottt ettt 27-30
Shang Dynasty, Zhou Dynasty, Warring States, Confucianism,
Taoism, Legalism, Qin Dynasty, Han Dynasty, Silk Road

Judaism and the History of the JEWS ........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiie 32-33
Abraham, Torah, Ten Commandments, Babylonian Captivity,
Diaspora

ADNCIEINE GICECE ...t eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeees 34-37, 39

Democracy, Classical Period, philosophy, art, culture and
mythology, Olympics, Spartans

The Persian Empire, Alexander the Great ............ccoceeviiiiiiiiiieiniiiiieciceeees 40
History through Primary and Secondary Sources...........ccoeeeeviiienieiniiinnieniienen, 41
ROMAN EMPITC....cciiiiiiiiiiiciiecce e e 42-46

The Roman Republic, Julius Caesar, First and Second
Triumvirate, Augustus, social class and culture of the Roman
Empire
Religion and the Roman Empire ..........cccceeviiiiiiiiiiiiiceeceeee e 47-50
Christianity, Paul of Tarsus, Constantine, the Edict of Milan,
monasticism
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Topic Lesson
Roman EdUCation .........c.coviiiiiiiiiiiie et 51
Height and Fall of the Roman Empire..........ccccoccveieiiiiiiiiiiee e 52-54
Byzantine Empire, feudalism, Roman Catholic Church, Eastern
Orthodox Church
Comparisons: Ancient and Contemporary Democracies..........ccceeeeveeeeveeennee.. 56-57

Direct democracy, representative democracy, branches of
government and Congress

CRINA. .ttt sttt 58-60, 62—-64
Period of Disunion, Tang Dynasty, Song Dynasty, Golden Age,
Mongol Empire, Ming Dynasty, isolationism

JAPAN ..o 65—-66, 68—70
Geography and early culture, Korean and Chinese influences,
feudalism, Golden Age, power and conflict, invasions,

isolationism
Major World Religions: ISIam ..........c.ccooviiieiiiiiiiiieiiie e 71
Civilizations Of ISIAm .....cocviiiiiiiiiei e 72-73
Conquests, cultural diversity
ISIam: GOIAEN AZE.....coceiiieiiieeee e e 7475
The Medieval Period ..........coccveiiiiiiiiieciieeee e 77-79
Feudalism, fiefs and manors, knights
The Catholic Church in Medieval TImes.........cccceeeeiiiieeeiiiee e 8081
Empires of the Medieval Period...........cccevviiiiiniiiiniiiiieecee e 83-86

Charlemagne, the Carolingian Renaissance, Norman Conquest,
the reign of William the Conqueror

The Christian Crusades..........cccuueiiiuiieeiiieeriee et ere e sree e e snaeees 88-90
A Fea o T O - SRS 91-92
Late Middle Ages and the Decline of Feudalism ............ccccccoeeeiiiinieeennnn, 93-94, 96
The Hundred Years” War..........c..oooiviiiiiiieciiee et e 97
The Story 0f JOan Of ATC ..c.eeviiiieeeeeee e e 98
The Ottoman EMPITe ........cccueiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeiiee ettt iaee e 99
RENAISSANCE ..ottt ettt e et e e e saae e e nbeeesnneeeens 101-102
THEe MEAICT..ceneiieiie ettt ettt et e e e 103
Age Of EXPlOTation .......cccviiiiiiiiciiie ettt e e 105-106
Protestant Reformation.............cccueeviiiieiiiiiiiic e 109-111
ASTICAN EMPITES....uviiiiiiiiiieicciiiee ettt e e et e e e e tae e e e e anreeeeenes 112-114

Ghana Empire, Mali Empire, Songhai Empire



