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Simple Solutions Level 4
Social Studies Topic Guide

The Social Studies topics listed below are introduced and systematically re-visited
throughout Level 4 and in subsequent Simple Solutions Social Studies books.

Topic Lesson
What 1S Social StUAICS?......ccooiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 1-2
The Elements of Social Studies .......cuvvvviiiieiiiiiiieeeeceeeee e 34
Latitude and Longitude...........ceeeuviiiiiiiieieiieeee e 5-6
Using a Map — Place and Location ..........cccceeeeviieeeciieeecciieeeieee e 7-8
Parts 0f the GIODE ......uvveeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 9-10
Absolute and Relative Location...........cccuvvvvveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeeeeeee e 11
REGIONS ..ot et 12-13
Landforms of the United StatesS ........cccovveeeiiiiiiveieeiieieeeee e 14-16
The Continents and OCCANS ........ccccuuvviieieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeccccreeeee e e e e e e eeeeeeeaanns 18
NatUral RESOUICES ......vvviiiiiiiiieeiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 19-20
Factors that Affect CIIMate ...........ooooeeiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee e 21-23
ClIMALE ZIOMIES ..ttt e e e e e e e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnns 24-26
How Landforms are Created.......coooovvveviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee s 27,29
Regions of the United States.........cccueeviiieriieeiiieeiee e 30-31
States OF the BaSt.......oeiiiieiiiiiiiii e 32-44, 46, 49

Geography, Climate and Extreme Weather, Natural Resources,
Economy, Subregions, History of New England and Mid-Atlantic

L1314 1 1] 1 11 o OSSPSR 45
Town Meetings: Direct DemoOCIacy .........ccccueeieeiiiiieiiiieecieeeeeee e 46
Representative DemOCTACY .......cccvviiiieiiiieiiiiee e 47
Washington, D.C. ..ot e 48
Indians and SEIETS........coieriiiiieiiiie e e 51-52
States 0f the SOULh ... 53-62, 71, 72

Geography, Climate, Water forms and Landforms, Natural Resources,
Economy, First Inhabitants, Europeans in the South, Subregions

STAVETY ..ttt ettt et ettt et e et e et e e bee e 63—-65
A Conflict Among American CItiZENS ........c..eeeveuveeeeiiieeeeiiieeeeiieeeeireee e 66
Understanding a Pie Graph..........ccccooeviiiiiiiiiiieciicceeeeeee e 67
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THEe CIVII WAT ...ttt e raee e 68
RECONSIIUCTION ...eeiiiiiiiiiie e e e 69-70
States of the MIAWEST..........ooiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 73-82

Geography, First Peoples, History, Midwest Expansion,

Its People
The MiSSISSIPPT RIVET ...eiiiiiiiiicciiiiecee ettt 83-84
The Great LaKeS.........vviiiiiieiiiiie et e ee e e 8687
States OF the WESt.......oeiiiiieee e 88—-101

The Move West, Exploration and Settlement, Geography, Subregions,
Indigenous Peoples, Growth

Early Southwest HIStOTy .......ovivieiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 102—-103
Alaska: First Peoples, Explorers, Statehood............cccceeviiiiniiiiiniienieeen. 105-106
HaWaLL..eeiiiiiiieee e e 107-108
Natural and Economic Resources of the Southwest.............cccccvvieiiiennnnn. 109-110
The MOUNTAIN STALES ...eeeviiiiiiiiiieiieeeee et e e et e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaasaeaaaaaaaes 96, 111

The Pacific States’ Natural and Economic Resources..........cccccoeeeeennnnnee.... 112-113
Population DEensity.......ceeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeciiee et 114-115
ONZOING REVIEW ...oviiiiiiiiiieiiiee ettt et e 116-140



