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Simple Solutions 

Reading Comprehension 4

Standards  

Addressed in Grade 4

The Level 4 edition of Simple Solutions Reading Comprehension includes material 
associated with standards for English language arts (fiction, nonfiction, writing, 
and language). The code for each lesson or quiz item indicates the standard that 
is addressed or supported by that item. 

Standards Addressed in Reading Comprehension 4

CCRA.R.1 RL.4.1 RI.4.1 L.4.4
RL.4.2 RI.4.2 L.4.4.A

CCRA.R.3 RL.4.3 RI.4.3 L.4.4.B
RL.4.4 RI.4.4 L.4.4.C
RL.4.5 RI.4.5

CCRA.R.6 RL.4.6 L.4.5
RI.4.7 L.4.5.A
RI.4.8 L.4.5.B

RL.4.9 RI.4.9 L.4.5.C

L.4.6

  Standard descriptions can be found on the pages 5 and 6.
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Reading Comprehension 4

Standard Descriptions
Standard Description

CCRA.R.1
Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text.

CCRA.R.3
Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text.

CCRA.R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

RL.4.1
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize 
the text.

RL.4.3
Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

RL.4.5

Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the 
structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts 
of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or 
speaking about a text.

RL.4.6
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

RL.4.9
Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition 
of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and 
traditional literature from different cultures.

RI.4.1
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.4.2
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

RI.4.3
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific   
information in the text.

RI.4.4
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases 
in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI.4.5
Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/
solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

RI.4.7

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and 
explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it 
appears.
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Reading Comprehension 4
Standard Descriptions

Standard Description

RI.4.8
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 
text.

RI.4.9
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably.

L.4.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.

L.4.4.A
Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase.

L.4.4.B
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

L.4.4.C
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning 
of key words and phrases.

L.4.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.

L.4.5.A
Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in 
context.

L.4.5.B Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

L.4.5.C
Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites 
(antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

L.4.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or 
states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular 
topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 
preservation).
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Reading Comprehension 4

Table of Contents

Lesson Unit 1  Lessons Learned Lexile Passage Type Student Page 

1 The Twins’ First Day, Part 1

760L

literary 2

2 The Twins’ First Day, Part 2 literary 4

3 The Twins’ First Day, Part 3 literary 6

4 A Fair to Remember, Part 1 literary 8

5 A Fair to Remember, Part 2 literary 10

6 A Fair to Remember, Part 3 literary 12

Quiz #1 A Fair to Remember, Part 4 760L literary 14

 Unit 2  Superheroes

7 Superpowers: Take Your Pick

830L

informational 16

8 Everybody Loves a Hero informational 18

9 Who Was Conan the Barbarian? informational 20

10 Wonder Woman: More Than a Lunchbox Icon, Part 1 informational 22

11 Wonder Woman: More Than a Lunchbox Icon, Part 2 informational 24

12 Tricks and Sidekicks of Superheroes informational 26

Quiz #2 Baby, It’s Cold Inside 790L informational 28

 Unit 3  Fairy Tales and Fables  

13 *The Golden Fish, Part 1 

750L

literary 30

14 *The Golden Fish, Part 2 literary 32

15 *The Endless Tale literary 34

16 *Gudbrand of the Mountainside, Part 1 literary 36

17 *Gudbrand of the Mountainside, Part 2 literary 38

18 *Gudbrand of the Mountainside, Part 3 literary 40

Quiz #3 *The Rats Find a Son-in-Law 780L literary 42

 Unit 4  Out of the Ordinary  

19 The Substitute Teacher and Jac, Part 1

830L

literary 44

20 The Substitute Teacher and Jac, Part 2 literary 46

21 Robby Novak: Kid President informational 48

22 Vanya Shivashankar informational 50

23 Chirag Vedullapalli informational 52

24 Jacob Barnett informational 54

Quiz #4 Malala Yousafzai 760L informational 56
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Table of Contents (continued)
Lesson Unit 5  Drama: Cinderella Lexile Passage Type Student Page

25 *+Cinderella,  Act 1, Scene 1 literary 58

26 *+Cinderella, Act 1, Scene 2 literary 60

27 *+Cinderella, Act 2, Scene 1
NP

literary 62

28 *+Cinderella, Act 2, Scene 2 literary 64

29 *+Cinderella, Act 3, Scene 1 literary 66

30 *+Cinderella, Act 3, Scene 2 literary 68

Quiz #5 *+Cinderella, Act 3, Scene 3 NP literary 70

 Unit 6  Poetry

31 *+October’s Party literary 72

32 *+The Table and the Chair literary 74

33 *+The Fox and the Stork
NP

literary 76

34 *+The Heron Who Was Hard to Please literary 78

35 *+The Yak/The Crocodile literary 80

36 *+Alphabet, No. 6 literary 82

Quiz #6 *+The Wind and the Moon NP literary 84

 Unit 7  Rhymes of Animals 

37 What Is an Abecedarius? informational 86

38 Basilisk: Is It Real? informational 88

39 Mythological Creatures: Unicorn and Xanthos
870L

informational 90

40 The Ichneumon informational 92

41 The Awkward Auk informational 94

42 Rhymes of the Animals Crossword informational 96

Quiz #7 An Abecedarius Trio 910L informational 98

 Unit 8  Traveling on the Tides  

43 Dream Traveling, Part 1 literary 100

44 Dream Traveling, Part 2 literary 102

45 Dream Traveling, Part 3
750L

literary 104

46 Dream Traveling, Part 4 literary 106

47 Dream Traveling, Part 5 literary 108

48 Dream Traveling, Part 6 literary 110

Quiz #8 Longshoremen 870L informational 112

 Unit 9  Understanding Disabilities

49 What Are Learning Disabilities? informational 114

50 What Is ADHD? informational 116

51 What Is ASD?
480L

informational 118

52 What Is Vision Impairment? informational 120

53 Hearing Loss informational 122

54 Dancing Wheels Company & School informational 124

Quiz #9 The Facts about Tourette Syndrome 830L informational 126
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Table of Contents (continued)
Lesson Unit 10  Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz Lexile Passage Type Student Page

55 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 1 literary 128

56 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 2 literary 130

57 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 3
800L

literary 132

58 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 4 literary 134

59 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 5 literary 136

60 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 6 literary 138

Quiz #10 *Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz, Part 7 870L literary 140

Unit 11  Famous Folks 

61 The One and Only Benjamin Franklin, Part 1 informational 142

62 The One and Only Benjamin Franklin, Part 2 informational 144

63 The One and Only Benjamin Franklin, Part 3
880L

informational 146

64 Jane Addams of Hull House informational 148

65 Neil Armstrong, Part 1 informational 150

66 Neil Armstrong, Part 2 informational 152

Quiz #11 The Courage of Charlotte Forten 810L informational 154

Unit 12  Snow White Tales

67 *Gold-Tree and Silver-Tree, Part 1 literary 156

68 *Gold-Tree and Silver-Tree, Part 2 literary 158

69 *The Crystal Casket, Part 1
800L

literary 160

70 *The Crystal Casket, Part 2 literary 162

71 *The Crystal Casket, Part 3 literary 164

72 *The Princess and the Seven Knights, Part 1 literary 166

Quiz #12 *The Princess and the Seven Knights, Part 2 790L literary 168

Unit 13  To the Rescue

73 Protecting Endangered Plants and Animals informational 170

74 A Special Hospital informational 172

75 The Endangered Loggerhead Turtle, Part 1
890L

informational 174

76 The Endangered Loggerhead Turtle, Part 2 informational 176

77 The Karner Blue Butterfly and Wild Blue Lupine informational 178

78 Utah Prairie Dog informational 180

Quiz #13 Baobab, the Upside Down Tree 870L informational 182

Unit 14  Hans Christian Andersen 

79 *The Flax, Part 1 literary 184

80 *The Flax, Part 2 literary 186

81 *The Flax, Part 3
830L

literary 188

82 *The Flax, Part 4 literary 190

83 *The True Princess literary 192

84 *The Emperor’s New Clothes, Part 1 literary 194

Quiz #14 *The Emperor’s New Clothes, Part 2 820L literary 196
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Table of Contents (continued)

Lesson Unit 15  Nature’s Calls Lexile Passage Type Student Page 

85 Who, Me? informational 198

86 Why Not Me? informational 200

87 Yes, Me!
850L

informational 202

88 I Can’t Hear You informational 204

89 Did You Hear That? informational 206

90 The National Park Service: 100 Years of Caring informational 208

Quiz #15 City Worms, Urban Farms 830L informational 210

Unit 16  Tell Me Why African Folktales

91 *Why the Moon Waxes and Wanes literary 212

92 *Why the Thunder and Lightning Live Far Away literary 214

93 *Why the Flies Bother the Cows
900L

literary 216

94 *Why the Bat Only Comes Out at Night, Part 1 literary 218

95 *Why the Bat Only Comes Out at Night, Part 2 literary 220

96 *Why the Bat Only Comes Out at Night, Part 3 literary 222

Quiz #16 *Why the Rabbit Has a Cotton Tail 880L literary 224

Unit 17  THEN & NOW

97 THEN: A Pink Confection informational 226

98 NOW: Cotton Candy Science informational 228

99 THEN: Wrap It Up
880L

informational 230

100 NOW: Art Installations Extraordinaire informational 232

101 THEN: From Russian Ice Slides informational 234

102 NOW: Plummeting and Inversions informational 236

Quiz #17 Skateboards: Fat, Thin, Concave, and Airborne! 830L informational 238

Unit 18  Every Day an Adventure 

103 Cooking Up a Masterpiece informational 240

104 What Does a Coral Reef Scientist Do? informational 242

105 Stunt Performers, Part 1
920L

informational 244

106 Stunt Performers, Part 2 informational 246

107 Step Away from the Barre, Part 1 informational 248

108 Step Away from the Barre, Part 2 informational 250

Quiz #18 Big Air 920L informational 252

*+Rhymes of Animals NP literary 254

       *Adapted from works in public domain 

          +The Lexile® Framework is based on prose analysis. Non-prose items are not written in complete sentences and  
             lack standard punctuation. Hence, the text difficulty cannot currently be  assigned a Lexile measure. Non-prose  
             items include poetry.


