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Women’s History Month: Female Scientists

I Have, Who Has?

How to Play: 

• Print out the question & clue cards (use card stock and laminate, if possible) 
and cut them out. 

• Distribute 1 card to each student. There are 30 cards; if you have more than 
30 students, use the template to make additional cards. If you have fewer 
than 30, some students will have two cards.

• The name of a female scientist is at the top of each card (I HAVE), and a clue 
is below (WHO HAS?). The student with the name Caroline Lucretia Herschel 
takes the first turn. (The answer key goes in order starting with that card.) 
The student reads the clue on that card but not the name.

Clues begin with “Who has ……?”

First clue is: “Who has the woman who discovered nerve growth factor, a 
protein that regulates the growth of cells, an important discovery in can-
cer research?”

• The student who has the answer to that clue says the scientist’s name aloud 
and then reads the clue on his or her card. Play continues until all the clues 
have been given and the scientists identified.

Answers begin with, “I have .….”

First answer is “I have Rita Levi-Montalcini.” 

This is the correct answer to the previous clue, so that student proceeds 
with “Who has the woman who worked with her husband, Louis, and son, 
Richard, to help fill in the fossil record about human evolution?”

• If a student gives the wrong answer, the teacher (or a student moderator) 
uses the answer key to give the correct answer. Play continues until the final 
answer. If you started with the recommended card above, the final scientist 
will be Caroline Lucretia Herschel. You will have gone full circle.
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Women’s History Month: Female Scientists
I Have, Who Has? Answer Key

The answer key goes in order starting with the clue on Caroline Lucretia Hershel’s 
card. The first answer is Rita Levi-Montalcini.

The student whose answer is Caroline Lucretia Herschel should read the first 
question.

Answer Clue

1 Rita Levi-Montalcini 
(1909–2012)

the woman who discovered nerve growth factor, 
a protein that regulates the growth of cells, an 
important discovery in cancer research

2 Mary Leakey 
(1913–1996) 

the woman who worked with her husband, 
Louis, and son, Richard, to help fill in the fossil 
record about human evolution

3 Sally Ride 
(1951–2012)

the first American woman in space as part of 
the Challenger five-person crew; she spent more 
than six days in space

4 Dian Fossey 
(1932–1985)

the primatologist who studied gorillas in their 
natural habitat in Africa; she wrote Gorillas in the 
Mist and fought against poaching; as a result, 
she may have been murdered by poachers

5 Marie Curie 
(1867–1934)

the first woman to win a Nobel Prize; she and her 
husband discovered radioactivity

6 Hedy Lamarr 
(1914–2000)

an actress who invented a radio guidance device 
that contributed to the development of GPS, wi-fi, 
and mobile phone technology; she worked with 
composer George Antheil
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7 Ada Lovelace 
(1815–1852)

the woman credited with being the first 
computer programmer (she was the daughter 
of poet Lord Byron)

8 Mary Anning 
(1799–1847)

the woman who found a complete ichthyosaur 
and two plesiosaur fossils in the early 1800s 
when only 12 years old; her contributions were 
not recognized until almost 200 years later

9 Maria Mitchell 
(1818–1889)

the first female professional astronomer in 
the United States and the first to discover and 
chart the orbit of a comet; a crater on the 
moon is named after her

10 Dorothy Hodgkin 
(1910–1994)        

the woman who confirmed the structures of 
penicillin and vitamin B12 and won a Nobel 
Prize in chemistry

11 Rosalind Franklin 
(1920–1958)

the woman who took the photograph that 
allowed Watson and Crick to identify the 
double helix form of DNA

12 Katherine G. Johnson
(1918–          )

a NASA mathematician; the film Hidden Figures 
is based partly on her life

13 Chien-Shiung Wu 
(1912–1997)

the woman who helped develop a process for 
separating uranium metal and disproved the 
conservation of parity

14 Gertrude B. Elion 
(1918–1999)

the inventor of the first treatment for leukemia 
and the first drug to help a body accept an 
organ transplant
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15 Wangari Maathai 
(1940–2011)

the environmentalist who founded the Green 
Belt movement in Kenya and was the first 
African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize

16 Alice Ball 
(1892–1916)

the woman who revolutionized the treatment 
of leprosy by making the medicine injectable

17 Lise Meitner 
(1878–1968)

the woman who explained nuclear fission; the 
element with atomic number 109 is named 
after her

18 Beatrix Potter 
(1866–1943)

the botanist and children’s author who 
developed the theory that fungi reproduced 
using spores

19 Marie Daly 
(1921–2003)

the first African-American woman to earn a 
PhD in Chemistry

20 Virginia Apgar 
(1909–1974)

the developer of the Newborn Scoring System, 
which determined the health of a newborn; 
she helped refocus the March of Dimes from 
polio to birth defects

21 Mary Somerville 
(1780–1872)

the mathematician, astronomer, and 
geographer who was one of the first 
two women admitted to England’s Royal 
Astronomical Society

22 Grace Hopper 
(1906–1992)

the woman credited with writing the program 
that allowed humans to communicate with 
computers
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23 Barbara McClintock 
(1902–1992)     

the geneticist and Nobel Prize winner who used 
maize to discover that genes could change 
position

24 Patricia Bath 
(1942–        )

the first African-American woman to receive 
a medically-related patent (a laser device for 
removing cataracts); she founded the American 
Institute for the Prevention of Blindness

25 Maria Merian 
(1647–1717)

a leading entomologist (studies insects) of her 
day who classified plants and insects

26 Mae Jemison 
(1956–           )

the first African-American woman to be selected 
for NASA’s astronaut program and first African-
American woman in space

27 Jane Cooke Wright  
(1919–2013)

the woman who innovated a better way to 
deliver drugs to tumors that otherwise would 
have required surgery

28 Rachel Carson  
(1907–1964)

the marine biologist who helped launch the 
modern environmental movement

29 Jane Goodall 
(1934–        )

the first person to observe that chimpanzees 
create and use tools, a trait once thought 
unique to humans 

30 Caroline Lucretia Herschel 

(1750–1848)
the first woman to discover a comet; the first 
woman in England with a paid government 
position and who also discovered many nebulae


