
Simple Solutions© Kentucky Studies

272

The Log Cabin President 

Abraham (Abe) Lincoln was 

born February 12, 1809 in a log cabin in 

Kentucky. His parents were Thomas and 

Nancy. He had an older sister, named 

Sarah, and a younger brother, Tommy, 

who died as a baby. Thomas Lincoln 

was a carpenter and a farmer. There 

were boundary disputes in Kentucky at 

the time, and it was difficult to claim and 

hold onto a piece of land. So, in 1816, the 

Lincolns moved to the Indiana wilderness. 

There, they cleared land, built a new log 

cabin, and planted crops. 

In 1818, Nancy died of a common sickness. Abe was just nine years old, and Sarah 

was 11. A year later, Thomas married a widow who had three children of her own. Abe 

was fond of his stepmother. She took good care of the children and encouraged Abe to 

read. Reading was something he enjoyed very much. It is said that Lincoln would walk 

miles to borrow a book. 

In 1830, the Lincolns moved to Illinois. The children had spent their entire lives on 

farms and had received very little schooling. Abraham knew farming. However, he did 

not want to be a farmer, so he tried his hand at several different jobs. He worked as a 

store clerk, a postman, and a surveyor. He served in the military for a short time and then 

ran for public office. In 1834, Lincoln was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives. 

Afterwards, he decided to study law. He taught himself, passed the bar exam, and 

became a successful Illinois lawyer. 

Abraham Lincoln married Mary Todd on November 4, 1842. They had four sons. 

One of them, Edward, died as a young child. Mrs. Lincoln described her husband as a 

kind man and a loving father. 

As president during the Civil War (1861 to 1865), Lincoln’s leadership helped to keep 

the United States together as a country. He is an American hero whose words are often 

quoted. Many historical sites honor him. Some of the most famous are Lincoln Birthplace 

National Historical Park in Hodgenville, Kentucky, Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC, 

Mount Rushmore in South Dakota, and Lincoln Tomb in Springfield, Illinois.

Lesson #136

This historic log cabin sits on the site of Lincoln's boyhood 

home in Larue County, Kentucky.
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 1. What is the passage mostly about?

A) the four years Abraham Lincoln was a United States President

B) reasons why Abraham Lincoln did not want to be a farmer

C) Abraham Lincoln’s childhood and life before he was president

D) the hardships of life on a farm in the Illinois wilderness

 2. Reread paragraph one. 

  From the context clues, you can tell that boundary disputes are                           .

A) disagreements about who owns a piece of land

B) ways to build homes and plant crops on the frontier

C) different kinds of jobs people did in the 1800s

D) discussions in the Illinois House of Representatives

  You can infer that                           .

A) all US presidents were born in log cabins 

B) Abraham Lincoln lived in Kentucky his whole life

C) the Lincolns were able to own land in Indiana 

D) all of these

 3. Number these events from 1 to 5 to show the correct order.

 President Lincoln leads the United States through a great Civil War. 

 Lincoln is raised by a loving stepmother, who encourages him to read.

 Thomas, Nancy, Abe, and Sarah build a farm in the Indiana frontier.

 Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln are married and have four sons.

 Lincoln studies law, passes the bar exam, and become a successful lawyer.

 4. List three types of work Abraham Lincoln did before he became president.

 

 5. What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage?

A) to entertain the reader C) to convince the reader to do something

B) to give factual information D) none of these

presidency? Underline your answer in the text.



284

Simple Solutions© Kentucky Studies – T.E.

Lesson #136

The Log Cabin President 

Abraham (Abe) Lincoln was 

born February 12, 1809 in a log cabin in 

Kentucky. His parents were Thomas and 

Nancy. He had an older sister, named 

Sarah, and a younger brother, Tommy, 

who died as a baby. Thomas Lincoln 

was a carpenter and a farmer. There 

were boundary disputes in Kentucky at 

the time, and it was difficult to claim and 

hold onto a piece of land. So, in 1816, the 

Lincolns moved to the Indiana wilderness. 

There, they cleared land, built a new log 

cabin, and planted crops. 

In 1818, Nancy died of a common sickness. Abe was just nine years old, and Sarah 

was 11. A year later, Thomas married a widow who had three children of her own. Abe 

was fond of his stepmother. She took good care of the children and encouraged Abe to 

read. Reading was something he enjoyed very much. It is said that Lincoln would walk 

miles to borrow a book. 

In 1830, the Lincolns moved to Illinois. The children had spent their entire lives on 

farms and had received very little schooling. Abraham knew farming. However, he did 

not want to be a farmer, so he tried his hand at several different jobs. He worked as a 

store clerk, a postman, and a surveyor. He served in the military for a short time and then 

ran for public office. In 1834, Lincoln was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives. 

Afterwards, he decided to study law. He taught himself, passed the bar exam, and 

became a successful Illinois lawyer. 

Abraham Lincoln married Mary Todd on November 4, 1842. They had four sons. 

One of them, Edward, died as a young child. Mrs. Lincoln described her husband as a 

kind man and a loving father. 

As president during the Civil War (1861 to 1865), Lincoln’s leadership helped to keep 

the United States together as a country. He is an American hero whose words are often 

quoted. Many historical sites honor him. Some of the most famous are Lincoln Birthplace 

National Historical Park in Hodgenville, Kentucky, Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC, 

Mount Rushmore in South Dakota, and Lincoln Tomb in Springfield, Illinois.

This historic log cabin sits on the site of Lincoln's boyhood 

home in Larue County, Kentucky.
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 1. What is the passage mostly about?

A) the four years Abraham Lincoln was a United States President

B) reasons why Abraham Lincoln did not want to be a farmer

C) Abraham Lincoln’s childhood and life before he was president

D) the hardships of life on a farm in the Illinois wilderness

 2. Reread paragraph one. 

  From the context clues, you can tell that boundary disputes are                           .

A) disagreements about who owns a piece of land

B) ways to build homes and plant crops on the frontier

C) different kinds of jobs people did in the 1800s

D) discussions in the Illinois House of Representatives

  You can infer that                           .

A) all US presidents were born in log cabins 

B) Abraham Lincoln lived in Kentucky his whole life

C) the Lincolns were able to own land in Indiana 

D) all of these

 3. Number these events from 1 to 5 to show the correct order.

 5  President Lincoln leads the United States through a great Civil War. 

 2  Lincoln is raised by a loving stepmother, who encourages him to read.

 1  Thomas, Nancy, Abe, and Sarah build a farm in the Indiana frontier.

 4  Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln are married and have four sons.

 3  Lincoln studies law, passes the bar exam, and become a successful lawyer.

 4. List three types of work Abraham Lincoln did before he became president.

Examples: farmer, postman, surveyor, congressman,lawyer (Answers will vary.) 

 5. What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage?

A) to entertain the reader C) to convince the reader to do something

B) to give factual information D) none of these

presidency? Underline your answer in the text.


