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Lesson #98

Primary Source: Editorial Cartoons 
People like to give their opinions about issues in the news. One way to do 

this publicly is with an editorial 
cartoon. An editorial cartoon 
(political cartoon) expresses 
someone’s thoughts and feelings 
about a topic. The drawing 
may or may not include words. 
It may or may not be funny. The 
picture, however, is always an 
exaggeration. It is the reader’s 
job to figure out what the artist 
wants to say.

Editorial cartoons have 
been part of newspapers and 
magazines for more than 200 
years. They can be excellent 
primary sources and very useful 
for studying history. Editorial 
cartoons tell about a person, 
event, or idea at a certain point 
in time. Study the cartoon on 
this page. What symbols are in 
the drawing? What do the words 
mean?

The title of the cartoon is “Ohio—the Mother of Presidents.” Before 1912, seven 
Ohioans had been elected to the presidency. Hence, Ohio was called “the Mother 
of Presidents.” In 1912, William Howard Taft (left) was president. Theodore Roosevelt 
(right) had been president from 1901 to 1909. Each wanted the Republicans to 
nominate him as a candidate for president. They both wanted to win the Ohio 
primary election. 

President Taft was from Ohio. In the cartoon, he is tugging on one arm of 
“Mother Ohio.” Roosevelt is tugging on her other arm, hoping to steal her away. 
Why are two hats in the foreground? They are symbols of the candidates. When 
someone wants to run for office, he says, “I’m going to throw my hat into the ring.”   
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 1. What is true about an editorial cartoon?

 It has a picture that exaggerates something.  

 It expresses an opinion about an issue in the news.

   Everyone agrees with the opinion given in an editorial cartoon.

 The cartoon picture may or may not be funny.    

 2. Study the cartoon. Why is the woman wearing an “Ohio” apron?

A) It is a souvenir from a trip to Ohio.  

B) She has just finished making dinner.

C) An apron was a symbol of motherhood.

D) Her outfit is in the fashion of 1912.

 3. How are the two men in the picture like little boys?   

 

 

 4. Why are there two hats on the blanket in the drawing? Underline your answer in the 
passage.

 5. Can you tell which hat is Roosevelt’s? Draw a circle around it.

 6. What did both Taft and Roosevelt want in 1912?

A) to be the Republican candidate for President

B) to win the Ohio primary election

C) to win the presidential election  

D) all of these

 7. Explain why Ohio earned the nickname, “the Mother of Presidents.”   
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 1. What is true about an editorial cartoon?

   It has a picture that exaggerates something.  

   It expresses an opinion about an issue in the news.

   Everyone agrees with the opinion given in an editorial cartoon.

   The cartoon picture may or may not be funny.    

 2. Study the cartoon. Why is the woman wearing an “Ohio” apron?

A) It is a souvenir from a trip to Ohio.  

B) She has just finished making dinner.

C) An apron was a symbol of motherhood.

D) Her outfit is in the fashion of 1912.

 3. How are the two men in the picture like little boys?   

Example: They are tugging at their mother's arms and trying to get her attention. 

Compared to the mother, they are both about the size of little boys. (Answers will vary.) 

 4. Why are there two hats on the blanket in the drawing? Underline your answer in the 
passage.

 5. Can you tell which hat is Roosevelt’s? Draw a circle around it.

 6. What did both Taft and Roosevelt want in 1912?

A) to be the Republican candidate for President

B) to win the Ohio primary election

C) to win the presidential election  

D) all of these

 7. Explain why Ohio earned the nickname, “the Mother of Presidents.”   

Example: Seven men from Ohio had become US presidents. (Answers will vary.) 

 


