
 
 3rd Grade Common Core Lesson Plan: Fractions  
 
Standards:  
 
3.NF.1 Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b 
equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.  
(sic) http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/3/NF/A/1  

 
Objective:  
• Students will know that a fraction is one or more shares of a whole.  
• Students will know that the denominator of a fraction tells the number of equal shares that make up 
the whole, and a numerator is a given number of those shares.  
• Students are able to create and use fraction models to identify halves, thirds, and fourths.  
 
Materials:  
• SMART Board  
• Simple Solutions Worksheet.  
 
Procedure:  
1. Teachers may need to review 2.G.3 and 3.G.2 before beginning this lesson. These standards 
emphasize that fractional units are equal parts of a whole.  
2. The SMART board activity walks teachers and students through the standard. a. Slide 1 allows 
teachers to demonstrate how fractions are made of equal parts. The shapes on the slide show are 
divided in halves, thirds, and fourths. All of the shapes are divided equally.  
b. Slide 2 also demonstrates how fractions must be divided into equal parts. The “no” symbol covers 
shapes that are not divided equally, thus helping students see which shapes have equal parts and which 
do not.  
c. Slide 3 focuses on shapes that are divided into fourths. After students identify the shapes that have 
four equal parts, teachers can ask questions about what part of the whole is shaded. This leads to an 
understanding of what a denominator and numerator are.  
d. Slide 4 focuses on shapes that are divided into halves. Again, students will identify the shapes with a 
denominator of 2. Once that is complete, teachers again can ask questions about what part of the whole 
is shaded.  
e. Slides 5 and 6 state the formal definition of denominator and numerator.  
f. Slides 7 and 8 are practical applications of the standard.  
 
3. Once students have an understanding of the material shown in the SMART board slides, they can 
complete the worksheet.  
 
Assessment: 

• Observation during the SMART board presentation. 
• Observation of completion of and score on the worksheet. 

 
  


