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Foolish Franz: A Play for Two Readers 
Teacher Instructions

Activity:
The story of “Foolish Franz” is based on a tale called “Clever Hans” by the 
Brothers Grimm. The play has just two characters, Franz and his mother, and 
therefore lends itself to a paired or choral reading. 

Paired Reading: Students work in pairs. The partners decide who will 
be Franz and who will be the mother. Then they will read through the 
play together.

Choral Reading: Divide the class into two sections, one reading the 
part of Franz and the other reading the part of the mother. 
Afterwards, students may work independently or with their partners 
to complete the comprehension questions. 

There is an optional activity, which is to compare the story of “Foolish 
Franz” with Aesop’s fable “The Man, the Boy, and the Donkey.” This can be a 
discussion and/or an essay-writing assignment.

In both stories, the main characters listen and react to the advice and 
direction of others. However, in neither case do the characters benefit from 
doing so. Instead of thinking for themselves, they react to what others say 
in ways that really do not work for their situation.

Optional Writing Activity:  
Read Aesop’s fable “The Man, the Boy, and the Donkey.” Compare the fable 
with the story of “Foolish Franz”.

One version of the fable is shown on page 2.
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 The Man, the Boy, and the Donkey

A man and his son were taking their donkey to market. As they 
walked along by its side, a countryman passed them and said, “You 
fools, what is a donkey for but to ride upon?”
 So the man put the boy on the donkey, and they went on 
their way. But soon they passed a group of men, one of whom said, 
“Look at that lazy youngster! He lets his father walk while he rides.” 
 So the man ordered his son to get off, and got on himself. But 
they hadn’t gone far when they passed two women, one of whom 
said to the other, “Shame on that lazy lout; he lets his poor little son 
trudge along while he rides the donkey.”
 Well, the man didn’t know what to do, but at last he lifted his 
son up and put him on the donkey in front of him. By this time they 
had come to the town, and the passers-by began to jeer and point 
at them. The man stopped and asked what they were scoffing at. 
 “Aren’t you ashamed of yourself for overloading that poor 
donkey? Really, do you expect the donkey to carry both of you? You 
should carry the donkey for a while and see how that feels,” they 
said.
 So, the man and boy got off and tried to think what to do. At 
last, they cut down a pole, tied the donkey’s feet to it, and raised 
the pole and the donkey to their shoulders. They went along 
carrying the donkey. All the people who met them snickered and 
laughed. Suddenly, the donkey struggled and its hind feet came 
loose. It kicked and caused the boy to drop his end of the pole. 
Then the donkey freed itself and ran away.
 “That will teach you,” said an old man who had followed them. 
“Try to please all, and you will please none.” 
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Foolish Franz: A Play for Two Readers
Question Answers

CCRA.R.2  1. What is the story mostly about?
A)  A boy who sells a cow for a handful of beans.
B)  A young fellow who wants to give a gift to a girl named Rose.
C)  A mother and son who argue about gifts the son receives.
D)  A young man who takes directions in the wrong order.

CCRA.R.1 2. In the text, highlight or underline the parts that let the reader 
 know that Franz often goes to visit the neighbors.

   Where is that boy? He just never stays home.

   I thought as much. Whom did you visit this time?

CCRA.R.1 3. From details in the story, which of these can you infer?
A)  Franz’s neighbors and relatives enjoy giving him gifts just to see 

 what Franz will do with them.
B)  Franz’s mother wants him to go door to door to get food and 

 other useful things from the neighbors.
C)  Franz is very clever and knows how to make the best use of the 

 presents he gets.
D)  Franz’s neighbors are annoyed with him and want him to stop 

  visiting.

CCRA.R.1 4. Which of these best supports your answer to the item above?
A)  Franz’s mother is happy to see him.
B)  Most of the neighbors think Franz is very funny.
C)  Franz and his mother are wealthy.
D)  Franz is given two live animals and a needle.

CCRA.R.4 5. When Franz's mother says, “I’m nearly at my wits’ end,” what 
 does she mean?

A)  The story is nearly over.
B)  She is very upset and doesn’t know what to do.
C)  She has run out of questions to ask Franz.
D)  She is angry with Cousin Peter.
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CCRA.R.4  6. Franz’s mother says, “Serves you right.” What is another way to 
 say this?

A)  You got what you deserve.
B)  Give the girl something to eat.
C)  You did the right thing.
D)  Make a different decision.

CCRA.R.5 7. Explain how the author uses repetition to make the story funny.
 Example: Each time one of the neighbors tells Franz what he          

should’ve done, he does that with the next present. For example, 
he should’ve put the needle in his sleeve, so he puts the next gift  
(a knife) in his sleeve.                                                              

 (Answers will vary.)

CCRA.R.3 8. Why does Rose react the way she does?

A)  Franz does not do anything funny.
B)  Franz asks her to marry him without giving her a gift.

C)  Franz’s mother does not like her.

D)  Franz leaves her in the barn.

CCRA.L.4 9. The stage directions are shown in italics and in parentheses. 
 Explain what the last stage direction (exeunt) probably means.
 Example: Exit or leave the stage.  The play has ended.         
 (Answers will vary.)

CCRA.R.6 10. What is the author’s purpose in writing this play?

A)  to entertain readers
B)  to give facts and helpful information

C)  to convince the reader to do something

D)  all of these
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