
A Literary Thanksgiving 

 

Wouldn’t it be fun if all of our favorite characters from literature came to a huge Thanksgiving Feast?  

What would they be thankful for?   

 

For this activity students will need to pick a character from a book that they have read this school year 

or over the summer.  They need to think as that character would.  What are some things that they are 

thankful for?   

 Write the book’s title on the spine of the book (handout).  Color it to look like the cover of the 

book, if you can.  This way, others will know where your character comes from.   

 Brainstorm ideas, decide what the character is most thankful for, and write it on the speech 

bubble (handout).   

 Be sure to name and color/decorate the body shape of the character in their best clothing, or 

what they’d wear, given their story.  

 

Display them!  On a bulletin board wall in your classroom or out in the hall, put up all of the literary 

characters.  Students will enjoy reading what the characters have to say.  It may even inspire them to 

read the book they are from!   

 

Variations: 

A. Students can also have their characters “bring” a food item to share.  For example, Harry Potter 

might bring butterbeer.  Sam, from Green Eggs and Ham, might bring green eggs, Katniss, from 

The Hunger Games, might bring a loaf of bread, or Junie B. Jones, from Junie B. First Grader:  

Boss of Lunch, could bring some cookies from her favorite lunch lady.   

B. Students can share their characters with each other.  Gather in a circle, introduce the character, 

his or her book, and what they are thankful for and why! 

C. This activity can be used in Social Studies class as well.  Instead of a literary character, students 

can select and decorate historical figures and what they would be thankful for.  On the book, 

they can write the date they made it into history books.   

D. Students can decorate another figure of a person.  This time they decorate it as themselves.  In 

the speech bubble, they can tell what they are thankful for! 

 


