
Name:_____________     7.NS.1c 
 
1. A penguin was 1 foot below the surface of the water and dove 

down another 3 feet to catch fish.  Use integers to write and 
solve a subtraction equation that represents how deep the 
penguin was if 0 represents the surface of the water.   

   
 
 
2. A blue jay was high up in a tree;  it flew down 3 feet to pick a 

berry off of a bush and then flew 4 feet to the ground to eat 
it.  Write an equation to show the blue jay’s change in  
elevation. Imagine the bird’s starting position is 0.   

 
 
 
3. Mathew started his biking vacation at 300 m above sea level 

and ended at 275 m above sea level.  Use integers to write 
and solve a subtraction equation that shows the change in  
elevation.   

 
 
 
4. The outside temperature was 8º in Minneapolis this morning.  

A snowstorm blew through, and an the temperature dropped 
11º.  Use integers to write and solve a subtraction equation to 
show the current temperature.   

 
 
 
5. Mrs. Ross agrees to pay $2,000 for a vacation.  She  

deposited $400 toward the total and writes this equation on a 
notepad:  -$2,000 + 400 = -$1,600.  Explain what the  
negative sign in the sum means.   



-1 - 3 = -4 
The penguin was 4 feet deep.   

- 3 - 4 = -7 
The blue jay went 7 feet down.  

300 - 275 = 25 
The change in elevation was 25 m.   

8 - 11 = -3 
The temperature was –3 degrees. 

Mrs. Ross owes $1,600. 

Name:_____________     7.NS.1c 
 
1. A penguin was 1 foot below the surface of the water and dove 

down another 3 feet to catch fish.  Use integers to write and 
solve a subtraction equation that represents how deep the 
penguin was if 0 represents the surface of the water.   

   
 
 
2. A blue jay was high up in a tree;  it flew down 3 feet to pick a 

berry off of a bush and then flew 4 feet to the ground to eat 
it.  Write an equation to show the blue jay’s change in  
elevation. Imagine the bird’s starting position is 0.     

 
 
 
3. Mathew started his biking vacation at 300 m above sea level 

and ended at 275 m above sea level.  Use integers to write 
and solve a subtraction equation that shows the change in  
elevation.   

 
 
 
4. The outside temperature was 8º in Minneapolis this morning.  

A snowstorm blew through, and the temperature dropped 11º.  
Use integers to write and solve a subtraction equation to show 
the current temperature.   

 
 
 
5. Mrs. Ross agrees to pay $2,000 for a vacation.  She  

deposited $400 toward the total and writes this equation on a 
notepad:  -$2,000 + 400 = -$1,600.  Explain what the  
negative sign in the sum means.   


